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On the Hill 
Here’s what we’re tracking this week for EUCOM. 

Bills of Interest: 

HR 1585 – National Defense Authorization Act for FY 2008 
 This bill would establish and fund counter-narcotics efforts in Afghanistan. 
 Pocket vetoed by the President on December 31, 2007. 
 Agreed to by a voice vote in the House on January 15. 

HR 2003 – Ethiopia Democracy and Accountability Act of 2007 
 This bill would encourage and facilitate consolidation of security, human rights, 

democracy, and economic freedom in Ethiopia. This would include counter terrorism 
and counter narcotics efforts. 

 This bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 
 This bill was received in the Senate, after passage in the House on October 3. 

HR 2228 – Ethiopia Freedom, Democracy and Human Rights Bill 
 Closely related to HR 2003 this bill would also encourage the development of Ethiopia 

while also implementing counter terrorism and counter narcotics efforts. 
 This bill was introduced in the House and referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

HR 2446 – Afghanistan Freedom and Security Support Act of 2007 
 This bill provides funding for programs to stabilize Afghanistan and counter the drug 

trade. 
 This bill passed the House and was sent to the Senate, which referred it to the 

Committee on Foreign Relations. 
HR 2764 – Consolidated Appropriations Act of 2008 

 This bill includes appropriations for “international narcotics control and law 
enforcement.” 

 Became public law on December 26, 2007.  Public Law No. 110-161. 
 
Hearings of Interest: 
There are no hearings of interest scheduled this week.  
 
Whispers from Congress:  
Congress is out of session this week for the President’s Day recess and will return next week; 
both House and Senate will meet in pro forma sessions throughout the week.  Congress will be 
back in session Monday the 25th.  Considering last week’s failure to compromise on FISA, 
intelligence surveillance issues are expected to dominate the Hill’s agenda after the recess. 
The war spending supplemental also looms on the legislative horizon.  Given the partisanship 
over the issue, both sides of the aisle do not expect resolution on the issue before April.  Some 
indications are that congress may not move on the spending bill until General Petraeus provides 
another report on the stability/security situation in Iraq.   
 

Inside the Administration 
The President’s five-day, five-country trip to Africa will conclude this week.  Scheduled stops 
included Benin, Tanzania, Rwanda, Ghana and Liberia.  Benin, Ghana and Liberia are all 
nations noted for experiencing significant levels of drug and contraband trafficking but details 
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on whether these topics were addressed during the visit are at this point, not given.  In 
Tanzania on Sunday, the President signed a $698 million dollar Millennium Challenge Compact 
with the country.  The Millennium Compact is an economic growth stimulus and poverty 
reduction package.  Monday, Secretary of State Condoleeza Rice made a one-day visit to Kenya 
in order to broker a deal with Kenyan leadership to rectify the post-election violence and 
instability.  Secretary Rice stated that U.S. aid to Kenya would only be presented after a 
responsible power-sharing deal between Odinga and Kibaki is successfully reached.  Thus far, 
the two ‘would-be leaders’ have not yet reached any agreement.  The administration has 
received mixed reviews about the President’s visit; some believe its par for the course for a 
twilight President, others see the trip as a foundation for support of the upcoming African 
Command and an attempt to gain favor with various countries in order to counter other foreign 
influence on the continent.  A third camp views the excursion as a genuine show of goodwill.  
The trip is most likely a combination of all three.  Most importantly however is the fact that 
the trip lays the groundwork for the next administration.  Regardless of what happens in 
November, Africa will be pushed farther up the list of regions strategically important to the 
U.S. and its allies.  While abroad, the President expressed U.S. support for Kosovo’s 
independence.             
 

Washington Influences  
The Jamestown foundation has published an article on recent anti-terror efforts in Spain. The 
article highlights the recent discovery and dismantling of a massive Jamaat al-Tabligh (JaT) cell 
in Spain that had been planning a major suicide bombing campaign in Barcelona and other 
European cities in March of this year.  The 14 Pakistani and one Indian individual arrested are 
reported to have had close ties to Al-Qaeda and Taliban groups in the province of Waziristan.  
The attacks were intended to coincide with the four-year anniversary of the Madrid train 
bombings.  Given Madrid attack in 2004, the strong presence of separatist extremists in the 
Basque region and Spain’s close proximity to Africa, the country is viewed by some as highly 
vulnerable to terrorism.  Additionally, the level of unimpeded drug trafficking from Africa to 
Spain suggests that Spain could easily be used as a sluice for other clandestine movements, 
most notably human migration and the infiltration of terror operators into Europe.  The 
presence of multi-national criminal players in Spain is a related call for concern simply because 
these groups may find it profitable to assist insurgents and terrorists moving through the 
Iberian Peninsula into greater Western Europe.  Local criminal groups in Italy have already 
been identified by Western European intelligence agencies as helping to move terrorists into 
Europe for profit.  The chance for similar movements to occur in Spain has strong potential.  To 
view the entire article, please access the following link.  
http://www.jamestown.org/terrorism/news/article.php?articleid=2373964 
 
The UNODC has also recently released a 46 page report on Afghanistan’s Opium Winter 
Assessment Survey for February of 2008.  Please access the following link to view the entire 
report. 
http://www.unodc.org/documents/crop-monitoring/Afghan-winter-survey-Feb08-short.pdf 
 

Around the Corner 
Kosovo, a region that has seemed to take a back-seat to wars in Afghanistan and Iraq has been 
increasingly gaining attention in the last year.  After years of anticipation, Kosovo declared its 
independence as a free and sovereign state on Sunday.  Most of the EU and the U.S. have 
formally recognized the declaration.  Russia, Serbia, Spain, Cyprus, Greece, Slovakia and 
Romania have not.  Interestingly, many of those nations that oppose the declaration face 
similar breakaway separatist movements within their own borders.  Most notably here are Spain 
and Cyprus which contend with Basque separatists (the ETA) and Turkish separatist groups 
respectively.  Past activities of the ETA echo those of the Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) in a 
number of ways, namely each movement’s participation in crime and drug-trafficking 
activities.  Both the KLA and the ETA are notorious for funding operations with criminally 
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derived profits.  In fact, the KLA has been alleged to maintain strong ties to various Albanian 
criminal clans.  Kosovo’s independence will certainly remain a hot-button issue for the 
international community.  Kosovo’s break-away from Serbia may also influence various 
movements in Georgia, a primary concern for Russia.  Already, the declaration has caused 
several ripples; Serbia has asked the OSCE to denounce the declaration, protests and some riots 
have taken place, Serbia has announced it will bring criminal charges against Kosovo’s new 
leader Hacim Thaci and Serbia has recalled several of its ambassadors from various states that 
support the independence.  Tuesday, a mob of roughly 1000 Serbs burned several border 
checkpoints and Russia has warned that supporting Kosovo’s independence would “threaten 
world stability and cause destruction of world order.”  Saber-rattling aside, the potential for 
escalation remains strong given the sharp animosities between regional ethnic groups and the 
cultural significance of Kosovo to Serbia.  TCG will provide a more-depth analysis of the Kosovo 
situation by the end of this week.   
 

Selected News for EUCOM 
• Africa bright spot in Bush foreign policy legacy 
• France seizes record haul of Africa-bound drug chemical  
• Drug Smuggling As Main Source of PKK Terrorism  
• Gambia: U.S. Maritime Security And Safety Information System Cooperation 
• Latin American mafias make Guinea-Bissau Africa’s first narco-state 

  
The Lighter Side 

Quote of the Week 
 “Our doubts are traitors, and make us lose the good we oft might win, by fearing to 

attempt.” 
-William Shakespeare 

 
“If you don’t like something, change it.  If you can’t change it, change your attitude.  

Don’t complain.” 
-Maya Angelou 

 
Prediction of the Week 

With Obama sweeping Tuesday’s Presidential Primaries, it’s now or never for Hillary 
Clinton; if Hillary loses any of the remaining “big three” – Pennsylvania, Ohio or Texas – 

she will concede the remaining delegates to Obama and essentially hand him the 
nomination. 
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